RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
PART I.
THERE lived in a village near London, an ancient grave gentleman of a good estate, which, he had gained by trade, having been bred a merchant, though of a very good family too; he had been a man in great business, but his circumstances being easy, and his love of a retired life increasing with his years, he had left off his business, and taken a house a mile or two out of town ; he was a widower at the time of this affair, his wife having been dead some years before.
He had five or six children, and all grown up, but none settled in the world, though he had an estate sufficient to give them very plentiful fortunes. His three daughters were very agreeable women, and, which was still better, were very sober, modest, sensible, and religious young ladies, two of them especially; and as the character of their father, and the fortune he was able to give them, recommended them very well to the world, so they had several gentlemen that made honourable and handsome proposals to their father for their marriage.
I shall most carefully avoid giving any room here so much as to guess what opinion in. religion they were bred up in, or whether the old gentleman was a churchman or a dissenter; and the same caution
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